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As usual, at this season, advance material is coming through spottily, deliveries are- 
if possible ~ worse than ever. Nobody knows anything, - prices, dates or whathaveyou, 
Judging by the sampling, there's nothing to get excited about, present or absent. Let's 
hope there's a turnabout soon; we need some good reading. Not a@ "must book” in this lot 
of fiction, There are two dark horses we'd grade above average, — Constance Robertson's 
FIRE BELL IN THE NIGHT (Holt) and Helen Parker Mudgett'’s THE SEAS STAND WATCH (Knopf)- 
oddly enough scheduled for publication on the same date, March 13th. There's good es- 
cape reading with snob appeal plus in Marguerite Bayliss'’BOLINVAR (also Holt). And - 
for an unpredictable but sizable market, the new Bemelmans' NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP 
(Viking) is off to a big start with a BOM selection for March. See reports below. 


PROBLEMATICAL FICTION 
January 10 
Baldwin, Faith HE MARRIED A DOCTOR Farrar & Rinehart 


Average Baldwin, which is better than "average" in its field. A tale about 
Hilda Barrington, hen medic, who takes up practice in a small Eastern town where she 
meets ~ battles - but eventually marries Carey Dennis, new neighbor. Carey, who thought - 
he would not resent her professionalism finds it difficult to take second place when 
emergencies interfere. Further troubles when the ex~loves don't stay put. Pearl Har- 
bor and Carey's enlistment help straighten matters out. 3 $2.00 


January 21 
Chase, Virginia | THE AMERICAN HOUSE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Life with Father era and eccentricities for a story of family foibles and 
fiascos, set in a somewhat isolated Maine village. Papa is the cecuntry doctor, with 
an unfortunate flair for bad investments, the peak of the lot being the American House, 
the village hotel, a worn, victorian monstrosity. A second error occurs when he is 
forced to counteract a debt by moving the family to the hotel. Then follow episodes of 
the travelers, summer visitors, show people; of Mr. Tapley their “regular” with fond~ 
ness for the bottle; Mr. Cutter who exchanges board for chores he never accomplishes - 


and others —- and of the fortunate fire which disposes of the hotel gracefully. Nice job. 
$2.50 


January 25 


Shearing, Joseph THE LADY AND THE ARSENIC Smith & Durrell 
(Distributed by Barnes) 


A fascinating study, well done, for the Shearing fans, who comprise a sub- 
stantial number of intelligent mystery readers - and others. Once again a lavish, pol- 
ished re-telling of a true crime reconstructed with care and objectivity and brilliant 
detail. With the period predominating over events, here is France of the 19th century, 
that era of ufbridled romanticism inflammatory passions, satanism, secrecy and “refined 
and fastidious evil". And it is Marie Cappelle, half infernal, half angelic, whose 
frustrated love affair, disastrous marriage, and sad debacle provided not only a cause 


celebre of the time, but lived on to typify her century.....Don'’t ignore the Shearing 
"cult", $2.50 
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February - early 


Shurtleff, Bertrand AWOL: FK-9 Commando Bobbs-Merrill 





Plenty of excitement and perhaps too much coincidence, but a good yarn of 
the value of K~-9 work and a dog's integrity, in this tale of the adventures and ex- 
ploits of AWOL, German-army-trained Doberman Pinscher, brought to the United States by 
Ev, though his heart was given to journalist Stanhope. With the U.S. at war, Stanhope 
goes in the air corps, is reported missing; Ev joins the Wacs, and AWOL is sent to be 
trained for the U.S. Army. He makes the grade and more, and with his handlers Dixon 
and Rogers is transferred to the Rangers, sent to the British Isles, and takes part in 
Commando raids on the French coast, always acquitting himself with courage and intel- 
ligence. In one, Dixon is killed and AWOL so wounded he cannot make the returning 
barge. The French try to catch him to eat; the Germans try to kill him for his Nazi 
murders, for food stealing and killing a Colonel's dog, but AWOL, recognizing as Stan- 
hope's a belt worn by an escaped French prisoner, makes his way to his master, almost 
blind in a plane crackup and prisoner of the Nazis. Hidden by the other prisoners, 
AWOL is trained to serve as Stanhope's Seeing Eye dog, escapes with him, and — when 
plan fails - protects Stanhope, slaughters enemy soldiers, and is returned to England 
by a virtual miracle. $2.00 
February bf 


Dickens, Monica EDWARD'S FANCY Harper 


The personnel of the Inspection Shop of an aircraft engine plant and the 
mutations of the personal lives outside the plant affecting their work in the plant: 
Edward, whose hobby is raising rabbits, in charge of Sheila, having her first affair, 
Dinah, well adjusted and dependable, Paddy, always unhappy, Maddy who loses her boy,’ 
Ivy delighting in making trouble, Kitty, her marriage and baby, Rennie and her sexy 
gestures, Wendy and her defencelessness, Grace, Freda. To each, with their problems 
of living and loving, comes some climax, that in turn is reflected in their jobs at 
the plant. A warmtoned picture of wartime living in England, among the workers.$2.50 


February 4 
Doner, Mary Frances O DISTANT STAR Doubleday, Doran 


A novel of female fortitude, as Delia, once longing for luxuries and ed- 
ucation to take her out of South Boston and away from the immigrant Irish, gives her 
heart and dreams to Richard, wealthy cousin of Mildred for whom she sews. Fate takes 
him away; she marries Dermot and goes with him to the mining district of the Upper Pen- 
insula of Michigan. In Marquette, Delia raises three children, tantalizes Dermot, who 
adores her, with her preoccupation with Richard, until Richard himself, and Mildred 
too, arrive on the scene. Richard's wife and Mildred's husband are killed in a lake 
accident; Delia finds that the ghost of her love is laid, that Dermot. is her man, and 
protects Mildred from scandal. When Dermot dies, Delia takes comfort in his not liv 
ing to see the cqwardice of the son he idolized, the selfishness of the daughter, and 
finds joy herself in her younger son.....Fifty year span ina checkered life;.as wom . 


an's fiction, this might be — for that group ~ classed as serious reading. $2.50 
23 
February 165 

Swiggett, Howard MOST SECRET...MOST IMMEDIATE Houghton, Mifflin 


Fairly dressy, sometimes phoney tale of underground adventure and espion- 
age in the story of Garrett Maynard, head of Military Intelligence for the Free Na- 
tions Supply Mission and his experiences in Washington and on the continent. Garrett 
jeopardizes his work by falling in love with the wife of Tregoning, newly appointed 
land somewhat suspect) head of the F.N.S.M. He never lets their affair deter him from 
his duty, however, and makes a dangerous crossing to England and the continent to 
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establish closer contacts with the men who are equipping Burope's "ghost armies". He 
is followed by Nazi agents in Ireland and traps them; he exposes a Vichy spy in London; 
he flouts the Gestapo in Paris, just as Tregoning has sold out the F.N.S.M. to the 
Axis. And he escapes through the Underground. Tregoning, bungler as well as traitor, 
is killed by German agents in Washington, leaving Kenneth free to marry Eily. By as-— 
suming another dangerous mission he expiates their past.....Something pompous here, 
certainly flossy for this type of story. Rentals. $2.00 


February 18 
Sender, Ramon J. CHRONICLE OF DAWN Doubleday, Doran 


The leading Spanish novelist writes another novel for discriminating 
tastes. There is delicacy, a youthful play of fancy and a certain charm to this idyll 
of a childhood in Spain, tale of Pepe Garces who was to die in a concentration camp 
in 1939. His lessons, under the philosophic Mosen Joaquin, and his neglect of them 
which provoked continual quarrels with his father, and Valentina, the little girl near- 
by to whom he dedicated his steady devotion, his poetry and time theg should have spent 
on lessons. Pepe runs away and stays at Valentina's until he incurs her father's anger 
by shooting his favorite pigeons; he wins a leading position with the town youngsters 
by his distinguished performance in gang warfare; he turns with increased interest to 
his studies through the growing affection for his tutor, and passes an examination 
brilliantly. A summer in an old castle produced weird adventures in its subterranean 
passages. And Pep emerges as the hero, poet and scholar he professes to be in the 
journal from which his story purports to stem. For a carefully picked market. $2.50 


bd 


Slaughter, Frank G, BATTLE SURGEON Doubleday, Doran 


Doctoring and the war as an excuse for further battling of the sexes as 
Rick, crack surgeon and a wolf with the ladies, has opportunlty for all kinds of ac- 
tivities on a tronpship to Africa - and after. A night of love, before they sailed, 
during a blackout in England leaves Rick unsure of who his participant was; he wants 
to find her again, and his candidates include Carolyn, chaste nurse, Linda, interna- 
tional correspondent, and Gina, another nurse. He decides to marry Carolyn - then 
falls in love with Linda - and Carolyn makes way for her. Intermittently there are 
torpedoings, life aboard ship, heavy action during landings, and Rick performing weli 
throughout. Straight rental tripe - with moments of luscious lusting which may not 
sit well with P L's. $2.50 


Bemelmans, Ludwig NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP Viking 


An extravaganza of a day that is past, a day for which Bemelmans recurrent— 
ly betrays a wistful affection. The scene shifts from Biarritz, with clouds of war ap- 
proaching, to Ecuador, via New York, luxury liners, tramp ships and river toats. In 
the Bemelmans round-up this is distinctly a "sport" - it certainly, in any round-up, 
fails to classify under any routine term. It is humor out of drawing, in caricature, 
and yet there is almost a tenderness in the very exaggeration of the portrait of the 
South American General, Leonidas Erosa, epileptic, gourmet, with his extraordinary 
retinue, and his peripatic adventures. There is Miss Graves, the ex-governess he had 
rescued from a watery grave, who still cherishes an urge to suicide and travels with 
her coffin. There is the homesick Indian, who takes care of the Great Danes and hand- 
les the General in his fits. There is the valet, the spoiled French chef, the major~ 
domo, various mistresses and their acquiescent husbands taking their rakeoff. A mad 
tale, which will sell on the Bemelmans' name —- particularly with the impetus of BOM 
selection for March. (Originally reported 9/15) $2,50 








January 1, 1944 Fiction on we 


February 21 prog 


Bayliss, Marguerite F. BOLINVAR Holt 


This is perfect escape reading even for those who know and care little for 
the sportsman paradise depicted - and definitely for the picaresque novel-cum-snob-— 
appeal-deluxe market. It is a new edition of a sporting novel which appeared as a 
Derrydale limited at $15, in 1937 - but which even then we reported as meriting a wid- 
er audience than originally indicated. At the start the style - early 19th century 
derivative - seems artificial, stilted, but you soon for¢é-t it (and like it) as the 
story gathers pace. Rich diet of mystery, romance, adventure, of horses, hounds and 
sportsmanship de luxe on both sides of the Atlantic. The tale is told by Dev Bolinvar, 
"the Jersey Bolinvar", but it is Hugo, the Virginia Bolinvar, who is the focus of the 
story. The skeleton in the family cupboard is known tc both, but Hugo thinks he alone 
knows it, and holds his cousin at a distance, the while he lays plans for a double life 
for himself, in which he will put off the mantle of the Bolinvars. But Dev puts a dif- 
ferent interpretation on it - and together with Hugo's jilted sweetheart, ferrets out 
the truth, and the cousins come through unscathed to perfect amity, the romance is 
patched up, and the tale winds up in a well-nigh incredible four state hunt for the 
devil fox, which the famous black hounds run to ground in the Jersey Bolinvar's own 
Sorland Mountain. Grand winter evening entertainment. $3.00 


February 23 
Yarmolinsky, Avrahm-ed. A TREASURY OF GREAT RUSSIAN SHORT STORIES Macmillan 


Vanguard's 7reasury of Russian Literature overlaps this to some ex- 
tent, by its inclusion of virtually all of the authors represented here. But this fo- 
cuses' wholly on the short story, a medium in which Russian literature excels, whereas 
the other volume includes short stories, but gives them as only one aspect of Russian 
literature. These are stories of the "great cycle" which began with Pushkin and de- 
clined with Chekhov; included are Gogol, Turgenev, Dostoevsky, Leskov, Tolstoy, Kor- 
olenko, Kuprin, Gorky, and of course Pushkin and Chekhov (who comprises about one third 
of the collection). Various translations have been used; short biographical notes pre- 
face each section; and a qualitative, interpretative introduction points up the trends 


and characteristics. $4.00 





Frings, Ketti GOD'S FRONT PORCH ail Morrow 


A small bit of fantasy with humor and comfort, as Pinky Harrison, Corporal, 
is killed trying to get his first German, and finds himself transported to Heavenly 
Bend Junction, the first stopping off place for newcomers who are still too attached 
to earth to go on. Through the telescope available to all who are curious about their 
people back on earth, he learns that his newborn baby is failing fast. But God, who 
has been out of contact with the world since the war, takes a special interest in Pinky, 
tries to save the baby, and when that fails, sends the baby back to the earth as a mir- 


acle to restore the faith in Him. Slight - popularly styled. $2.00 ~~ 
February 2M 
Smith, Lillian STRANGE FRUIT Reynal & Hitchcock 


Not necessarily a contradiction -— but another slant on a book that is sure 
to have almost as many opinions as there are readers. The report on P. 558 expresses 
cne reaction. Mine was quite a different one. In the first place, from almost the 
first page I was caught by a haunting beauty in the writing, -by a sense that here was 

an "inside looking out" picture of Negro personalities, problems,psychology. I felt 
sure that the book had been written by a Negro; I was mistaken. But quite evidently it 
is written ~ conceived - by someone who knows them intimately, sympathetically, but 
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without undue emotionalism. The story grows out of the people - out of the small 
Georgian town; it has none of the stigma of a’ "tract" - though its message is there, 
indelibly, for all to read. The town is as much the focus of the story as any of its 
inhabitants, white or black. It is a record of Victorian survivals (though the per- 
iod is between the World Wars); it is a record of an attitude that persists today - 
that will survive many tomorrows - an assumption that the color line bears a label - 
Thou shalt not pass. It is a story of love and passion between a white man and a col- 
ored girl; it is a story of rebellion that accepts the strictures while reviling them; 
it is a story of mounting tension, with the stress on the mood more than on the culmin-. 
ation in a lynching which solves nothing. A difficult book to place for a market which 
is ill-defined. Northerners may shy away from it because of distaste; the South will 
resent it — but read it and deny its implications; conservatives everywhere, no mat— 
ter what their social conecience will call it "unnecessarily crude”. To me, it rang 
truer than Native Son; it is sensational without being melodramatic. Read it-and 


sell it. baal $3.00 
February-23 % “) 


Wakeman, Frederic SHORE LEAVE Farrar & Rinehart 


In fast, hardmouthed terms, a restless disquieting portrayal of the emo- 
tional byproducts of war, as four naval pilots, from the Pacific, spend their shore 
leave in San Francisco. Schooled never to go beyond anything save the oversimplified 
essentials, a mission when on duty, liquor and women when off, they go to the St. Fran- 
cis to spend days and nights of two-handed drinking with anything available by way of 
wenches. Indifferent to the past, to their wives, throwing their minds and their feel- 
ings into neutral, this is their story - the story of the Pilot, of Missipp, ef Crew- 
son, of Mac. It reads with intensity and immediacy, with no illusion and little pret- 
tifying, and with a certain impact - but not a book for the patient Griseldas or cau- 


tious librarians. “| $2.50 
February 9 
Prescott, Orville-Jntro. by A TREASURY OF MODERN BEST SELLERS Simon & Schuster 


Perhaps Mr. Prescott will find something to say in his introduction which 
will give more justification to this as a publishing venture than can be evident on 
the face of it. Frankly, I've been out of sympathy with the whole Omnibook procedure; 
“gutting” one book in a monthly one shot is enough open to criticism; gutting several 
books and making a whole magazine out of the remains is certainly tabloid feeding of 
books to the public; now to make an omnibus omnibook puts the publisher on the spot, 
suspect of undercutting his own business. Now having got that off my chest, here's 
another cause for complaint:-the "editing" - or more correctly abridging - of the orlg- 
inals leaves much to be desired. The gist of each story is there; the mood, the tempo, 
the quality is gone. This is no skilled surgical operation, which it should be; one 
does not even need to be familiar with the original texts to be aware of the "bleeding" 
eeeeeThe volume includes The Human Comedy; One World; Kings Row; Thirty Seconds Over 
Tokyo; Junior Miss; Dragons’ Teeth; God Is My Co-Pilot; Centennial Summer; Between he 
Thunder and the Sun; Mr. and Mrs. Cugat. There are introductory notes on each book, 


brief biographical notes. $3.00 
March 1 


Duncan, David REMEMBER THE SHADOWS McBride 


Morbid melodrama with human, rather than moral, rationalizations, in a nov- 
el of brooding and violent emotions, with neurotic and psychiatric contours, set in an 
isolated mountain lodge in the West where Howard Jones and his family spend the summer. 
The family include a second wife, Helen, mentally unstable; Jean Burton, her nurse, and 
James' mistress; and Gup, his 18-year-old son, adult, alcoholic and bitter. The story 
comes to a crisis when the psychiatrist, on the verge of giving the verdict on Helen's 
condition, is murdered. Helen does not know whether or not she committed the crime; 
Jean baits her but refuses to expose her as she wants her sanity established so that 
Howard can divorce her; Gup defends his stepmother, whom he loves, and retaliates 
against Jean. A grim tale. ue 


ete nee 
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March 8 va 


Meyneng, Mayette THE BROKEN ARC Harper 


Simple, buoyant, with candid and ample sentiment, this is the very young 
love story of Loric and Minoche who had first met summers at Pors Gwen in Brittany, 
where Loric, rough and reckless, had charmed everyone. With his entry into St. Cyr, 
Minoche realizes that his army career must come first, and puts off thought of marriage 
for a time. But with the coming of war, and Loric's promotion from cadet to lieutenant 
for action at the front, they decide on marriage with first leave. Then the anxious 
days of waiting, the wedding and honeymoon, the wait for a second leave - and the news 
of his hero's death. The aftermath, and her acquisition of faith, of courage, and the 
realization that she too will carry on the fight in France, even after defeat. Over- 
sweet for some, but nice. $2.50 


August, John THE WOMAN IN THE PICTURE Little, Brown 


Another fast and facile tale of anti-fascist fireworks in America as Scott 
Warner, formerly of OWI, a liberal journalist, sets out to blackball Penfield, 1944 
Presidential hope of the defeatist isolationist camp. Through a picture appearing in a 
magazine, Warner gets on the trail of Penfield's long lost wife, Marta, and the too 
suddenly submerged death of his best friend. He gets to know Marta, working in a mid- 
west defense plant; follows her when she finds she has been identified, and they travel 
west together under aliases; she refuses openly to convict Penfield, evades Scott, is 
caught by Penfield, escapes - and at the close helps Scott defeat the antagonists. 


Lively, light. $2.50 
March 10 


Yorck, R. L- SIXTY TO GO Messner 


Varnished but pleasant - sometimes romantic, sometimes exciting story of 
France under the Axis, and the Cote where a group of mixed patriots organize their own 
Underground to the democracies. There are Gerard and Tarner, both a little in love 
with the Countess, known as the Darling; there is Bill, a Texan circus performer ac-— 
cidentally caught in France, who enjoys danger but doesn't think this is America's 
fight; there's Esther, Polish girl from a concentration camp, in love with Bill; there's 
Peter Duff, British Intelligence, recruiting for De Gaulle. Lots of incident and ad- 
venture as the story traces their scuffles with the Gestapo, with Dubois playing both 
ends, but partial to the Darling; the abduction of six German planes; Dubois’ murder; 
and finally Bill's death when he makes up his mind that it is his fight too. Light en- 


tertainment value. $2.50 
March 13 


Robertson, Constance FIRE BELL IN THE NIGHT Holt 


. She's had her ups and downs, has Miss Robertson, and this is a good one. 
There's period glamour and high drama to this story of the Underground of American Civ— 
il War days, of the bitter fight between Abolitionists and the so-called Patriots of 
Syracuse, and of Mahala North, slave runner, desperate in her activities for the cause 
which had taken her twin brother's life, and in the thick of it with her father and a 
Southerner, Dallas Ord. The Norths move to Syracuse when Ohio gets too hot for them 
and take over an old tavern which they use as a stat#on, with Mahala and Ord engineer- 
ing the most dangerous. schemes. She rescues Ord from a county jail in Kentucky and 
saves his life, but he refused to acknowledge their feeling for each other because of 
an ancient feud. Further trouble comes through John Palfrey, aristocratic anti-Negro 
lawyer, whom Mahala marries out of spite at Ord. With the seizure of a slave and the 
town riots, Mahala as Ord had predicted, goes back to the side she believes in and the 
man she loves. Popular, romantic. $2.75 
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Mallea, Eduardo THE BAY OF SILENCE Knopf 


The first appearance in this country of the best known Argentine writer, 
in a novel (nominally) which portrays once again the "man of good will", the man of 
conscience in a sold-out world. Here is the ideological, idealistic, intellectual 
progression of an author, Martin Tregua, his "disappointments, doubts, passing states 
resembling love, quickly dissolved enthusiasms", his restlessness as he writes - trav-— 
els ~ converses, but his basic faith in the common man. There are his friends, in 
Buenos Aires, on the continent as it faces the shadow of Fascism; his women, from the 
sensation-seeking Mercedes to the sad, solitary Gloria, and the nameless woman to whom 
he dedicates this book and his real feelings.....Reflective writing, highly metaphysi- 
cal, for critical attention. Limited. $2.50 


Mudgett, Helen Parker THE SEAS STAND WATCH Knopf 


This is absorbing reading, with so much in it that is exceptionally good 
that one resents, perhaps more than otherwise, those aspects that are weak. The per- 
fod is centered on the Revolution with a throwback to 1770, and forward through the War 
of 1812. The setting is New England, largely New Bedford and Salem, and the lanes of 
the trading vessels that took American seamen to the Orient and the South Seas, on pro- 
fitable ventures until the European quarrels and the embargoes of Congress, and the 
blockade drove ships from British sea lanes, forbade the use of French or British ports, 
and exiled them to trading between Asia and the islands of the South Seas. Against this 
background, rich in colour and feel of the sea and the love of a man for his ship, is 
told the story of the strange marriage of John Noyes whose ship came first, and Julia, 
French exile, brought from a derelict ship to the Noyes’ household, loving John, who 
marries her and leaves her, and trying to mold their son, born in dread and misunder— 
standing, but losing him to the spirit of trade through the influence of John's partnen 
At the close it is the dereliction of the boy that brings John and Julia together. The 
story reads well; but somehow the emotional values of the book are too sharply drawn, 
too black and white, ever to be wholly convincing. It is here only that the book falls 


short. Excellent for relaxed reading. ¢ $2.75 
Mazel ?? A So he IP 


Zweig, Stefan THE ROYAL GAME with AMOK and LETTER FROM AN UNKNOWN WOMAN Viking 


Three novelettes. The title story has not hitherto been published, and is 
his last known finished work; the other two have appeared in slim volumes, separately. 
together they show a side of Zweig that is new to most of his readers, an ability to 
present in concise, precise form a rounded novel in miniature. The Royal Game deals witt 
a strange form of schizofrenia, as an Austrian, imprisoned in Austria before the Ansch- 
luss, by the Nazis, saves his sanity but produces a self-induced mania through playing 
endless chess problems, identifying himself now as Black, now White. When he was event-— 
ually released, he pits himself against a peasant chess genius, world champion, defeats 
him and then goes mad again in the second game ~ and quits...Amok is a story of a dis- 
credited doctor who tells a fellow passenger how he ran amok in the tropical hell where 
he had been sent, and who commits suicide off a homewardbound boat to save the reputa- 
tinn of a dead woman he had wronged and lost. Letter from an Unknown Woman is a death- 
bed confession of love, written anonymously by a woman to the man she had always loved, 
and who had never recognized her, though she had born his son. There's a strange note 
of morbidity - but a certain fascination in all three tales } 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS and THRILLERS 
February & 


Raine, William Macleod COURAGE STOUT Houghton, Mifflin 


Goodish yarn. Wyoming law and order troubles with Reynolds and Neal on op- 
posite sides of the fence in regard to a fight between homesteaders, cattlemen, rust- 
lers and their outlaw gang. Neal, lone-wolves to put things right only to get in wrong 
publicly, but eventually, through his rescue of Reynolds and other cattlemen, he achiev- 
es some measure of local fame. Originally reported as seheduled for Fall. $2-°% 


‘ 
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February 4 
Bailey, Re THE QUEEN OF SPADES Doubleday, Doran 


' ' 
* { me Club item - and a good ‘un. Josiah Clunk gives tips (and tumbles) to 


Superint | Bell, in a multi-murder that ranges from blackmailing to black market, 
information to the enemy, and furtive Nazis. Complex, oblique, coruscating. $2.00 


February 9 vy 
Dickson, Carter HE WOULDN'T KILL PATIENCE Morrow 


* Ingenious exercise in detection, as tempestuous H.M. confronts yet another 
of his sealed room cases. Death of the director of the Royal Albert Zoo, hocus-pocus in 
the reptile house, a pair of feuding lovers, both magicians, and H.M. trumpeting his 

way to a flash finish merge to provide plenty of entertainment for his followers.$2.00 


February 14 
Snow, Charles H. HORSETHIEF PASS Macrae Smith 


Jim, hunter-naturalist rather than standard Western cowboy, launcelots for 
Nina in chasing horse rustlers even while target for Nina's ranch hands and their can- 
didate for horsethief. He unmasks the real criminals and wins his gal in a somewhat 


ABC job. $2.00 
February 21 


Reilly, Helen THE OPENING DOOR Random House 


Another baffler for Christopher McKee, with Eve Flavell, pursued and pro- 
tecting, as pivot of the case involving the murder of her aunt...Believing in the inno- 
cence of the man she loves, who is engaged to her halfsister, Eve implicates and endang- 
ers herself, while McKee painstakingly traces sources and motives to the tune of ultim- 
ate successful capture. Silken slick. (SEP serialization. ) $2.00 


February 24 
Hughes, Dorothy THE DELICATE APE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Diplomatic adventures in the postwar peace (?) world told with speed but 
considerably diminished suspense as all factors are known in the lonehand fight of Piers 
Hunt, Undersecretary of the Department, against certain German envoys, a British appeas- 
er, and Hunt's rival, Gordon, who values personal power over international interests. 
Piers, who had known of German attempts to create incidents, and therefore opposed the 
demilitarization of Germany at the next conference of peace diplomats, also knows of 
their murder of Anstruther, Secretary of Peace, and is thought to have Anstruther's pa- 
pers which would convict them. A long game of tag, as Hunt is followed, grilled by all 
interested, which ends at the conference table as Piers exposes his enemies. Simplified 
yarning, which-for my money-missed fire. — 


Pevruary 2a Wry G 
Lyon, Dana IT'S MY OWN FUNERAL Farrar & Rinehart 


Jeff Miles, recently released from prison where he'd been sent up by his 
wife, Lisa, walks into another frame-up by way of Lisa's murder, and a life insurance 
racket of staged deaths, and disappearing beneficiaries. Much running around while 
Jeff catches on to the facts but mistakes his opponents. Surprise showdown and cleanup 
at the finish. Slick manner for pretty phoney underpinnings. $2.00 


Fischer, Marjorie EMBARRASSMENT OF RICHES 3/ /!° Random House 


Light lines for a not too serious adventure tale, with murder, as Jane, de- 
livering a letter to a newly-met professor, Hal, finds herself accidentally caught on a 
cruise ship to Mexico with him. Jane's needling of Hal, his irritation at her, is only 
capped by various attempts at his life after he finds himself heir to millions to be 
dev | 4 to the cause of Free France. A South American diplomat, a German steward, a 
blond, too devoted to Hal who doesn't mind but Jane does - the murder of a refugee in 
Havana - lead to the solution in Mexico. Frivolous. $2.00 
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a 
Upfield, Arthur W. WINDS OF EVIL Doubleday, Doran 


Author of Hurder Down Under and Wings Above the Clay Pan (1942 and 1943) 
has developed a new character in Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte, half caste crime expert, 
and a new background in Australia. Once again Bony pitches in to save a situation, 
when a certain sector has been fear bedevilléd by a strangler who operates only in the 
midst of a three day wind storm. Excellent set-up for a story, good caste of charac- 
ters, perplexing confusion of suspects, and perceptive unravelling of tangled threads. 
Too bad the style still has a flavor of amateurishness. $2,00 


Apry 


Merch 10 
Clements, E. H. CHERRY HARVEST Messner 


Innocent murder cum espionage at an evacuated English girls’ school. En- 
gineer Carey, war exhausted, finds refuge but not rest, there, as he escapes death, re- 
creates his invention and wins a wife. Untangling done by Alister Woodhead (known to 
readers of Let Him Die and Bright Interlude, published by Dutton), now Intelligence 
R.A.F. Nice children. $2.50 

Card 10 


Wynne, Anthony EMERGENCY EXIT Messner 


Dr. Eustace Hailey johnny-on-the-spots for the murder of financier, Sir An- 
drew, taking place in his air raid shelter during a snow storm. Excursions into econ- 
omics, theoretical and practical, affaires de coeur, and paternal failings, varied 
diet - as Hailey outsmarts the killer with all the ramifications of his deed. British 
perennial. $2.00 


NON-FICTION 


MUST BOOK 
January 17 
Stowe, Leland THEY SHALL NOT SLEEP Knopf 


* The author of Wo Other Road to Freedom is a powerful stylist as well as an 
incisive observer, and this is the record of a year and a half in China, Burma, India 
and Russia in the years 1941-1942. Though he travels the ground already much travelled, 
he seemed to have greater access, particularly in Russia, to both soldiers and civil- 
fans, he has contributed a considerable amount of new material as the least censored of 
correspondents..China, down the Burma Road to Chungking, the filth, disease, and inex- 
pressible poverty of the masses, feudalism in a country that has a long road to go to 
democracy, the Generalissino's police state and one-party system, the racketeering on 
the Burma Road which blocked the war even before its capture; the romanticizing of the 
AVG; the fall of Rangoon, resulting from British tolerance of mediocrity, lack of aud- 
acity, and dry rot. Then India, and the failure of the Cripps Mission, India duplicat— 
ing Burma on a larger scale, evidence of the bankruptcy of British rule. Russia, and 
all cit war, the terrific toll of lives, the wholesale contribution. Finally, a dis- 
cus'icn of American-Russian accord, essential now and later - a challenge to the ignor- 
ani and political lethargy of the armed forces, of British Imperialism, of Washington’s 
straddles and the State Department's reactionary policies. Good reading - and worth 
reading. Should be an outstanding Winter seller. $3.00 
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Stettinius, E. R. Jr. LEND-LEASE: Weapon for Victory Macmillan 


This is really a history of the pre-Pearl Harbor and war years in terms of 
"lend-lease" - and it should be required reading for all who as Mr. Lippmann phrases 
it "would have politics-as-—usual, special-interests-—as-usual, or any of our ordinary 
materielistic, acquisitive, ambitious habits-as-usual". For those are the people who 
are going to demand a money accounting, who are going to charge our allies with their 
debts to us. Here is the answer - an absorbing factual record of the operation of 
lend-lease the world around. The acid test, as each new front opens, as each new coun- 
try is involved is this:- "will sending this equipment help us win the war faster?" 
Weapons for victory include not only munitions of war, but food, seed, raw materials, 
parts, machinery, tools, etc. Reverse lend-lease constitutes as wide a variety - and 
is too little understood. Here the ultimate decision is the best source of supply. 
much of the construction work, for example, in England is done by British workmen, with 
British leased land. Much of the food, some of the clothing, supplies, services, re- 
pairs, hospitals, equipment, canteens ~ British, on reverse lend-lease. British trans- 
port facilities, British escorts, British operational facilities are largely respon- 
sible for the Atlantic bridging ~ which would have used some two and a half million 
tons of shipping that we needed in the Pacific area. In North Africa we won the bat- 
tle of supplies because Russia held so huge a part of the German army at bay. America, 
because of her reputation, gets the credit for much that Britain supplies, everywhere. 
Our twelve cents per every dollar cost of the war which goes into lend-lease earns 
enormous dividends. When final accounting is made, many things must be considered be- 
Sides dollars and cents. This is the story to date. $3.00 


Not Obvious - Rut Saleable 


On name and content, THE LONG WAIT by Oliver LaFarge (Houghton); for the Bernadette 
market, Sackville-West's THE EAGLE AND THE DOVE (Doubleday); for thoughtful citizens, 
Volta Torrey’s YOU AND YOUR CONGRESS (Morrow); for information seekers, WHAT RUSSIA 
WANTS by Joachim Joesten and PACIFIC PARTNER, George H. Johnston(both of them Duell, 
Sloan & Pearce); good first hand adventure, THIS IS IT (Vanguard). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


January 1 


Calender, Harold A PREFACE TO PEACE Knopf 


This book serves a vital function, a clarification of the steps in diplo- 
macy, the backgrounds, whys and wherefores, military and political, which have imme-- 
diate bearing on the formulation of policies of'the Allies in the future. The Axis'- 
policies have been positive; the Democracies' negative; a vacuum will be left by the Axis’ 
collapse; peace must provide faith in civilized man and society and "a moral equiv- 
alent of war". We shall need armaments as an anchor while we perform the task of el- 
iminating those economic incentives that make combative interests dominant. With three 
great powers holding common interests towards peace, we must not waste victory as be- 
fore. Successive chapters throw considerable light on our policies in the Mediteran- 
ean area, - Spain, North Africa, Italy; he shows how the end justified the means, but 
dory not hesitate to say where we have gone too far in antagonizing the British, tie 
French and our own liberals. The Axis' hopes of victory rested on our record of ap- 
peasement, indecision, instinctive isolationism, fear of change. We must learn a new 
role in the system of security, must use our power to induce Russia to accord security 
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to her neighbors, to insure trend towards freer trade, to accept increasing state fin- 
ance and ec¢ mic guidance, to further Germany's diversion of skills into construct-— 
ive channels, to strengthen economically our Good Neighbor policy. Appendices con- 


tain important source material. Index. $3.00 
January 18 
O'Casey, Sean RED ROSES FOR ME: A Play Macmillan 


The author of Juno and the Paycock and Within the Gates once again 
blends realism and mysticism in the story of a youth, torn by his love for a girl who 
is a Roman Catholic, by his loyalty to his mates who are facing a strike order, by 
his own inner need for art and literature and poetry and beauty. Within himself the 
conflicts that rend Ireland are symbolized, - spiritual, emotional, religious, politi- 
cal. These are moments of high poetry in drama; there are scenes that - in proper 
hands - will come through more clearly played than read. But Sean O'Casey has his own 


audience. $2.00 


January ww AG 


Constantino, S. A. Jr. AMEN, AMEN. Harper 


Though this is published under the imprint of the religious book depart-— 
ment, it very definitely is not a book for the religious book market. In fact our 
special reader for that department writes:- “Amen, Amen will not appeal to church peo- 
ple. if it finds a wide reading public among non-church goers it may prove what we 
suspect, that one reaoon the church is not reaching those outside is that most clergy- 
men and religious writers do not speak their language. The author (an Ensign in the 
Navy Air Corps) is anxious lest the nation be destroyed from within by godlessness. 
His message is couched in language he believes adapted to ‘the guy who gets an awful 
kick out of seeing the Dodgers get trounced in the ninth inning, who is crazy about 
flapjacks, toasted cnecse sandwiches, movies, lazy Sunday afternoons, shampoos and 
Walter Winchell’. This is an attempt *o reach those who ordinarily read the funnies 
and sports pages only, and to convince them - in Brooklynese - that there is a Sod, 
amoral law, and that knowledge of these basic realities, buttressed by church attend- 
ance and personal religious life will alone save our nation from decadence. God, sex 
and money - favorite topics of conversation in the armed forces, are dealt with in 
language frankly more of the mess hall than the church. This is not a personal book 
in the sense of being the story of how one youth found God; it is simply a frank shar- 
ing of his concern - and his answer = with others in his position.".....And to them 
this may prove the answer to a need the book trade has recognized. The publishers are 
going after that market with an extensive advertising campaign and a sincere convic- 
tion that they have a best-seller. $2.00 

4 (8 


January 25 
Runbeck, Margaret Lee THE GREAT ANSWER Houghton, Mifflin 


A personal, dramatic and poignant approach to faith which is in key with 
emotional needs today and of augmenting importance to many to whom it seemed outside 
their ken yesterday. . There's the woman's touch, definitely, with some sentiment, but 
it is, inescapably moving material which illustrates from actual experiences 
of tid war that "man's extremity is God's opportunity" and that a belief in God, even 
though unacknowledged as such, is back of every fighting man. There are stories of 
Marines at Guadalcanal ("no atheism in foxholes"), of London under Blitz, of Dunkirk, 
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greatest mirac*e of all; there are stories of individual exploits, Eddie Rickenbacker, 
Barney Ross, ~-aman Izzi, Mrs. Choate, wife of CGR 3070's Joe; there are stories of ° 
planes and subs. There are incidents outside the fighting forces, Rose Helene, the 
little five year old French child who gave her mother sufficient faith to cross the 
Pyrenees on foot; Dr. Jaroshevich, who outprayed 53 days of torture and starvation at 
the hands of the Gestapo; Mrs. Bell, the little missionary on a raft with some child- 
ren for 21 days. In 1941 Daphne du Maurier's Come Wind, Come Weather reached a wider 
audience even than that provided by the Moral Rearmament group for which the book was 
presumably keyed. This has somewhat that appeal, a definite spiritual strengthening, 
without the bias of a particular pattern of faith. $2.50 


February 1 
da Cunha, Euclides REBELLION IN THE BACKLANDS Univ. of Chicago Press 


A Brazilian prose classic, published there in 1902, and translated by Sam- 
uel Putnam for the first time into English, this is a curious mixture of firebrand re- 
porting, scientific approach and humanitarian and psychological comprehension. The 
story of the one year military expedition of 1896-97 against Canudos, held by the ser- 
tanejos of the northern backlands, inflamed by the fanatic, Antonio Maciel, known as 
Conselheiro, to rebel against the new republic. First a detailed, Humboldt, picture 
of the land, then a Darwinian research into the men of that land, and then a period ac- 
count of the siege. Guerrilla tactics, the scorched earth policy, and only four de- 
fenders left, - this is a document of man governed by the earth, of the crime against 
people unprepared for democracy, of 1/3 of a nation in epic stature...An amazing pol- 
emic, ably reproduced. $5.00 


February 14 


Dulles, Foster Rhea THE ROAD TO TEHERAN: Princeton Univ. Press. 
Story of Russia & America 1781-1943 


Dulles has done an extraordinarily objective job in surveying the years in 
which Russia and America have survived dissension and controversy because of parallel 
interests and a common cause, - a social order in which decent livelihood, personal 
dignity and lasting peace are assured the common man. He traces the traditional para- 
dox of separation by ideological gulf and uniah by bridge of national interest from 
the days when Dana waited two years for Catherine's recognition, up to Senate approv- 
al of the tripartite agreement at Moscow - and Teheran. He traces not only incidents 
but changing moods, basis of mutual suspicion, reflected by our press, propaganda 
against first the atrocities of Czarist Russia, then of Soviet Russia, the recurrent 
ked Scare through 16 years of diplomatic severance. Industrial, commercial, economic 
interdependence preceded recognition; but the public even today is confused by miscon- 


ceptions, despite Stalin's change of policy. pag background _ $2,50 
February “4 
Creighton, Donald Grant DOMINION OF THE NORTH Houghton, Mifflin 


This differs from other recent histories of Canada in being geared primar- 
ily t-\a Canadian rather than our market. There is no attempt to interpret Canadian 
viewpaints in religion, in politics, in international relations - it is rather a schol- 
arly, comprehensive, and meticulously detailed study of Canada's history from the hazy 
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records of Lie” Eriksson's explorations, down to the present war (no attempt to in- 
clude the war ears to date). Much more space is given to the early explorations and 
settlements, the fisheries and expanding fur trade, the growth of the Hudson's Bay 
Company fur empire, the Jesuit missionary exploration, the growth of French-Canada and 
English-Canada and the problems that grew out of it - than in the other briefer hist- 
ories which skim these slow years of putting down roots. Then the years of trial and 
error politically, of conflict between Upper and Lower Canada, of westward expansion 
and the battle for the northwest territory, of fur interests in conflict, of problems 
of the Alaskan borders, of internal struggles for unity, of the Conservative Party op- 
posed to the Reform of Liberal Party, of nationalism vs regionalism, of the pressure 
of Empire, symbolized by the reactions to the Boer War, of the development of the 
Prairie Provinces, of the coming of industry and the rise of cities. Politcal and na 
tionalist problems came to a head with the first world war, but the outcome with Dom- 
inion status, independence of English control, improved conditions between *@afadat- 
and the U.S.A. brought Canada through the depression and prepared her for cooperation 
in the second world war. vv $3.50 
Pe 
+ 0% yr? 
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La Farge, Capt. Oliver -as’told to THE LONG WAIT Houghton, Mifflin 


This is one of the amazing episodes incidental to the war, - the survival 
. of eight men for five months when a fiying fortress crashed on the Greenland Ice 
Cap. Implicit in their story is the spirit of our fighting men - of the teamwork of 
Army, Navy, Coast Guard, Ferry Command, and civilian - of the recognition of the su- 
preme right of humans to live if joint effort can save them. Five men died, three of 
them in the process of rescue. And throughout the months of danger, near starvation 
(relieved each time by supplies dropped to them), and the perils of the vicious Arc- 
tic, the man kept their morale, their respect and liking for each other, even their 
humor....It should be a great story. The facts, the elements are all there. Actual- 
ly, it falls short. Perhaps Captain La Farge was too aware of the danger of intruding 
his own gifts as spinner of tales, and therefore presented his material as given him 
by the four principals almost baldly. W.L. White has demonstrated how brilliantly 
this sort of thing can be done; Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo was another extraordinary 
bit of recreation "as told to"; The Raft still is tops in this field. Somehow The 
Long Wait does not qualify. $1.25 


February 18 
Sackville-West, V. THE EAGLE AND THE DOVE Doubleday, Doran 


This gifted writer has made St. Teresa of Avila and St. Therese of Liseuz 
come alive for us as vividly as Franz Werfel has given us Bernadette. And again - as 
in Bernadette, there is value and interest for non-Catholics as well as Catholics. 
What a contrast there is in the two lives: - St. Teresa came out of 16th century Spain; 
hers was a stormy life, her way to sainthood was one of travail of soul and body. She 
was an intellectual, an organizer and reformer; she founded 17 convents in less than 
20 years, among them the Order of the Carmelite Nuns; she travelled incessantly, wrote 
innumerable books, liked people and lived among them. Therese came from middle-class 
background in 19th century France. She was quiet, modest, unassuming - during her 
lifetime an unnoticed Carmelite nun. Her life philosophy and purpose were summed up 
in her own words, "May it please God to make me good". Teresa was the eagle, - strong, 
v,’ -» dominating; Therese the dove, gentle, meek, winsome. Their mystical exper+s 
is es are extraordinarily described in this book, and both arrived at the summit of 
Sainthood - canonization. Catholics will learn what organizing genius and spiritual 
flame lay back of the carmelite nuns; non-Catholics will find answers to many of their 
questionings, sympathetically, objectively given. For all readers these two saints 
will cease to be statues and become flesh and blood. $2.50 
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February x8 
Landis, Carole FOUR JILLS IN A JEEP Random House 


Definitely the book for the movie public, and particularly for those to 

to whom Kay Francis, Mitzi Mayfair, Martha Raye and Carole Landis are names to conjure 
with. For the rest of the reading public, this will seem girlish adolescent burblings 
and corny humor. It is the story of their adventurings as entertainers in army camps 
in Bermuda and North Africa; tucked into their experiences there's a thread of romance 
as two aviators find them no matter how hush-hush their mission. There's a good deal 
of the content of their shows - old gags and most un-Will Haysish (perhaps by way of 
release?). Lots of names, but not much fame. Pretty slim pickings - but it will 
doubtless sell. $2.00 


February 21 
Macauley, C.B.F. THE HELICOPTERS ARE COMING Whittlesey House 


The war has removed the last obstacles to making the heltcopter a pract- 
ical reality. Here is a book about the vehicle of tomorrow. There is presentation of 
various types of helicopters, accounts of Sikorsky and the first test flights, back- 
ground on experiments which date back to Leonardo, and a retailing of the private, mil- 
itary and commercial values, withaa projection of how the individual will operate his 
helicopter, under what conditions, and the virtues it will have for both city dwellers 
and rural, for long trips and short. For a specialized —- but relatively large-market. 


$2.00 
re 
revruary—2¢- | 


Enters, Angna SILLY GIRL Houghton, Mifflin 
Supplementary and complementary to earlier autobiographical material (First 
Person Plural - Stackpole, 1938) which tells of Angna Enters' approaches to Broadway 
and her success in her highly individual type of theatrical compositions. She tells 
the story in the third person; Ange's childhood, with neurotic parents, supplies many 
answers to the sources of the characters she mimes. Her constant application to paint— 
ing and how it le@ to a search for line, which in turn directed her to the Japanese 
dancer, Micho Ito, and her own future career. The sordid, irresponsible chase he led 
her, the everpresent economic pressure, the evolution of her compositions and their 
eventual production, - this is a record of an artist's development and growth, the 
creation of a new form of art, recounted with feeling and understanding. $3.00 


Torrey, Volta YOU AND YOUR CONGRESS } -} 3 Morrow 


An eye-opener, which should reach a wider public than it is likely to 
reach. This is "political arithmetrics" which exposes bluntly, fearlessly, the man- 
euvers by which government "by the people" is actually controlled by certain bosses, 
machines, politicians. The barriers to voting, such as age limitations and the poil 
tax; the inequalities of representation, gerrymandering, crooked reapportionment; plur- 
ality victories and split votes; the filibuster, the seniority system and the two 
thirds rule - all abuses of those in office; machines and bosses, bureaucracy, the 
White House unity versus Congressional disunity - factors in the appraisal of this war 
Congress. Four examples of political machination are shown up in the elections of 
Representatives Smith, Short, Knutson and Fish - products of the one party system, 
courting of the "right people", the personal machine, etc. And in closing, the auth- 
or indicates counter politics whereby the voter can retaliate through proper back- 
Srounding in political strategies and he pleads for greater participation by the pev- 
ple in their government, greater discretion in their choice. This is a book which can 
be sold to thoughtful citizens, club groups etc. 
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Joesten, Joachim WHAT RUSSIA WANTS Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Here's a book that will upset some anti-Communist generalizers, for it pre- 
sents in concise, convincing terms the author's conclusions as to what Russia wants - 
and what Russia does not want. The basic thesis is that Russia does not want to sov- 
fetize Europe; nor does Russia want a reactionary, anti-communist cordon sanitaire 
cutting her off on the west from the rest of Europe. She does want the restoration 
of the 1941 frontiers (and he gives arguments pro and con the validity of the 1939-40 
annexations); she wants peace with security (we must accept the fact that Russia is 
demonstrating the workability of her form of Socialism); she wants a voice in the re- 
organization (with perhaps a sort of Russian Munroe Doctrine as a factor). Joesten 
was right - too right - in Rats in the Larder some years ago. He knows his facts, and 
speaks authoritatively particularly on the Baltic countries, on Finland, Poland, Ger-— 
many, in relation to Russia. He explains the steps leading up to the National Commit- 
tee of Free Germany, its dangers and its values (perhaps as a kind of blackmail?). He 
suggests the Curzon Line as a basis for a new deal on the Polish question, which is 
imminent today. He appraises the situation in Rumanta, Bulgaria, Turkey, Iran - and 
Russia in Asia. He weighs the superficial similarities of Nazism and Bolshevism, and 
the fundamental differences; the likes and differences between Soviet democracy and 
Western democracy ~- chiefly a matter of techniques. He gives Russia credit for sound 
business morals, a realistic and reasonably flexible attitude. And he achieves the 
aim of his book - to establish facts and present the Soviet view. An extremely use-—_ 
ful book as a background for better understanding and judgment. $ar75__ 
Johnston, George H. PACIFIC PARTNER Duell, Sloan & pecxes 


A book about Australia at war, which serves as an introduction to the coun- 
try and the people and is the best of the books about the land down under, contemporary 
and sympathetic. He depicts the Digger, the Australian soldier, hard-boiled idealist, 
practical joker, blunt and independent and a "tiger for fight"; how he has performed 
on varied fronts. Australia's leaders, ~ Curtin, the plain, quiet, "little feller” 
whs has become loved and respected; the American MacArthur, severe, remote; Evatt, 
rough and tumble Foreign Minister; Australian General Blamey. He reports on the home 
front under Curtin's strictly observed Work or Fight regime, with food and clothes and 
gas curtailed to a bare minimum. He tells of the coming of the Americans and the de- 
fense of the last Pacific base, with the American Fifth Army Air Force's brilliant re- 
cord. He discusses Australia's post war problems. Brightened with anecdotes, incid- 
ents to give immediacy and humor. $2.50 


Late February 
Howe, Will D. CHARLES LAMB AND HIS FRIENDS Bobbs-—Merrill 


Nice supplementary material for the Lamb collectors, this rounding out of 
the picture given in other books, with further investigation of the background of his 
life, his friends, their evenings with him and Mary, his letters, his interest in the 
theater, his writings. The emphasis is on his courage, conquering his adversities, his 
gentle humor, good taste, alert curiosity, his great capacity for friendship, his abil- 
ity as critic and guide, and his fund of literary affections. He makes his points and 
underlines them with illustration from Lamb's own writings and those of his contempor- 
aries, Illustrated. $3.50 


Ingraham, Reg FIRST FLEET: Story of the U.S. Coast Guard at War Bobbs—Merrill 


A history of the oldest naval service and an account of its functions in 
peace and war, highlighting the variety of its activities as it pursues the promotion 
of safety at sea. International oil patrol, its fight against rum runners and smug- 
glers, on to the wartime exploits which began with the capture of German agents in 
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Greenland. Coast Guard crafts were converted into invasion barges; transport of Mar- 
ines to the Pacific, rescue work in all waters, picket fence patrol by snall boats, 
the capture of Nazi saboteurs on the Long Island beach - these were some of the activ— 
ities that developed with the war. There's the Port Security Force which is a fire 
fighting branch; there's a small but effective air arm; there's the Public Health Ser- 
vice of doctors and surgeons.....Full coverage and tribute for the first adult biogra- 
phy of this service, adequately handled. $3.00 














Late February 






Davis, Harry - Ed. THIS IS IT Vanguard 
ae 

Stunners of stories in these first hand reports from active participants 
of all services ~ a chaplain, a pharmist's mate, airman, Marine, boatswain of the Mer- 
chant Marine, Naval Armed Guard gunner, Coast Guard, Commando, Browning Automatic -: 
Rifleman, Tank Corps gunner. There are the exploits of the USS Hornet, of rescue from 
a raft, revenge on the Japs, torpedoings, German submarine prisoners, activities in the 
Pacific, Atlantic, on convoy, in North Africa. First hand accounts, collected from 
various sources, as survivors report in with telling effect. $2.50 














Sims, Dorothy Rice HOW TO LIVE ON A HUNCH Vanguard 










Slaphappy humor, which is seldom very funny, in short pieces on a variety 
of subjects. How to write (or not to write) a book or a speech; how to be an organiza- 
tion joiner, to frustrate yourself or your bank, be funny in print, get a publisher to 
sign you up, be a diplomat, rent your apartment, be beautified, or medicated, be well 
dressed, and so on. There is a variety of short shorts on bridge and bridge players 

(she is Mrs. Hal Sims) - with a few on golf. ~ $2.00 

‘ g an el 
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Bruff, J. Goldsborough GOLD RUSH Columbia Univ. Press 
edited by Read, Georgia W. Journals, Drawings & Other Papers 















. We are fortunate in having a report on this from none other than Joseph 
Henry Jackson, of the San Francisco Chronicle, who feels it is the “most significant 
firsthand record yet discovered for the period - Spring 1649 to Midsummer 1851 - a mine 
of source material - a triumph for the editors - limited in sales only because of its 
price to students and collectors of Californiana”. Of the text he writes:- "Bruff was 
a draftsman in the U. S. Bureau of Topographical Engineers, and his work directed his 
mind to gold, his imagination was fired by stories of discovery and adventure. Cross- 
ing the Continent was a young man's undertaking, Bruff was crowding forty-five - he 
thought of gold but had other ideas too of a "correct and precise journal, with sketch- 
es and meteorological observations'. The record of the trip indicated his energy and 
ability; from St. Joseph to a point 35 miles from the upper Sacramento, where he gave 
up leadership of the group and settled in to guard the Company proverty on Barclay 
Mountain through the grim winter of '49-'50,. This part of nis reccrd contains some of 
the best narrative in the took and comprises as fine a contemporary refiection of the 
"Great Migration’ as has ye+ been published. His precise notes are important - unique-— 
but he understood the sweep and scope of the movement and his knowledge informs his 
journals throughout.s For the grim, lively, tragic and amusing human stories, for the 
full flavor of the man himself, the reader must go to his own vigorous record. Though 
he did not find his fortune in California gold, he was one of the great Forty-Niners". 
Fully illustrated. Pre-publication price $12.00 
On publication $15.00 
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Howells, W. W. _ MANKIND SO FAR Doubleday, Doran 


Without the bite of Hooton, but with occasional humor, this is an anthro- 
pological account of man's develolment to date, based on all the evidence available. 
Evolution, the vertebrates which culminated in the mammal, the Primates from monkeys, 
to man with a description of the various species; stages of development through the 
eras based on the fossil family lines; the arboreal theory; finally homo sapiens - and 
a classification of the races in so far as possible. Conjecture on the man of the fu- 
ture. For students - specialists - etc.; strictly scientific interest. $4.50 


Wend, Milton HOW TO LIVE IN THE COUNTRY WITHOUT FARMING Doubleday, Doran 


24 chapters for newcomers on their flight from the city that include all 
technics of country living for the productive country home, where income from non-ag- 
ricultural services is preferable. It is a thoroughgoing guide, honest, sometimes de- 
liberately hardboiled about obstacles, but reasonable and seemingly practical in all 
matters pertaining to moving *o and living in the country. From the buying of the land, 
repairs and improvements, indoors and out, to self-maintenance from garden, orchard, 
field, livestock, etc., to listing 120 money earning urban occupations that can be 


practised in small communities, home industries, planning, education, health - this is 
a) $2. 50 


on | 
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Carlisle, Norman V. & Latham, MIRACLES AHEAD Macmillan 
Frank B, , 


a commonsense manual. 


A synthesis, for the most part of known in a general way, but not yet mar- 
keted, conveniences of the future, briefly described and projected. Prefabricated 
houses, new styles in apartments with ultra aids for the kitchen, bathroom new methods 
of heating and airing; cars with radar, jeeps for the farm, the new air flivver - the 
helicopter; transportation and radical changes by air, rail and ship; electronics and 
what these have contributed (radar - X-ray etc.); television and radio services, syn- 
thetics, rubber, plastics, new uses for wood, paper and glass; soilless agriculture; 
dehydrated foods; new medicines and new germ killers; power, and so on. Good survey of 
the bonanzas of tomorrow. Plus sale for boys. $2.75 


March 86 
Ray, Randolph MARRIAGE IS A SERIOUS BUSINESS Whittlesey House 


The rector of The Little Church Around the Corner comments wisely on the 
makings and unmakings of marriage, with particular emphasis on the problems of marry- 
ing in wartime. Words of preparation for marriage, on what efforts must be made by 
both, on sex and the more permanent factor of friendship between husband and wife; on 
the hazards of rush marriages in wartime, with neither knowing the other well, on the 
adjustments to be made after the war; on children of war marriages; on finances, in- 
laws, education, divorce. Liberal, sensible, understanding advice. And timely. $2.00 


March 7 


Kach, Adrienne & Peden, William-Efd. THE LIFE AND SELECTED WRITINGS Modern Library 
OF THOMAS JEFFERSON 


Skillful job of selection, with brief introductory notes, for a one volume 
giant modern library item - not’a reprint, but done specifically for this purpose. The 











January 1, 1944 Non-fiction me | Sen 





text includes Jefferson's Autobiography, written at 77; the Anas, - notes which con- 
Stitute a continuation of the Autobiography from the second year as Secretary of 
State to the last year as president; memoranda of the struggle between Federalist and 
Republican parties, later revised to exclude inaccuracies and personalities; a selec- 
tion of isolated anecdotes; extracts from the Travel Journals, dealing with his trip 
to Southern France and Northern Italy and his guide for fellow Americans on what to 
see; Essay on instruction in dialects Riographical Sketches of famous men (Washing- 
ton, Franklin, George Wythe); Notes on the State of Virginia done in the form of an- 
swers to queries; Public Papers selected for the permanence of their interest and his- 
torical flavor; and Letters.....With the publicity accorded the announcement of the 
complete Jefferson, projected by the Princeton University Press as a memorial to 
Adolph Ochs, this should serve to whet the appetite. $.95 
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March 13 
Robsjohn-Gibbinge, T. H. GOODBYE, MR. CHIPPENDALE Knopf 


A debunking book on the Americal illusions about period furniture, Euro- 
pean imports in particular, by an ultra-ultra modernist in the field of decoration. 
Satirically, bitingly, amusingly at times, he attacks the Elsie De Wolff-French Com- 
pany - Syrie Maugham school of decorators, with some sideswipes at Emily Post and Dor- 
othy Draper, as being responsible for the vast hoax put over on the gullible nouveau 
riche American public. He even goes so far as to charge them as accessories to a plot 
to destroy any creative urge in modern furniture design. He says the post-war housing 
boom will find modern architecture in the saddle and no furniture fit to put into mod- 
ern houses. There's plenty of anecdotal material, extremes of statement, often unfair, 
but often with more than a grain of truth. Unfortunately, he makes no attempt to weigh 
his judgment with any glimmer of recognition for the sound things that have been done. ( 
His title is a stroke of perverted genius (but he grudges even a tipping the hat to 
to any contribution the Messrs. Sheraton-Hepplewhite-Adams and Chippendale made to de- 
sign). The market will be largely those in the know, however, and there will be plent: 





of cognizance taken of the mote in the neighbor's eye. $2.00 
March 14 
Fisher, Welthy H. FREDERICK BOHN FISHER Macmillan 


A biography of a Methodist missionary, by his wife, a dynamic, militant, 
liberal and independent thinker. Born in Muncie, Indiana, he went to a small religious 
college, preached in Massachusetts for a year, then went on to India, which had al- 
ways attracted him, with his young wife, Edith. There he learned as well as taught, 
tried to counteract white snobberies and superiorities, and practised his two main 
tenets of faith, - the importance of the individual and the ideal of universal toler- 
ance. Because of Edith's health he was forced to return to America for a time, then 
back to India, where he knew Gandhi and Tagore, played an important part in the steel 
strikes as mediator, and where his wife died. Eventually he married the author of this 
biography, a school teacher in China, where they honeymooned; they returned to India 
where he was bishop in residence at Calcutta until 1930, when he resigned from the epi- 
scopacy in protest against too much personal power, and returned to America and to Ann 


Arbor. Very special sort of market. Limited. $2.50 
Mareh-22 A ( pal yO 
Hayes, Dorsha B,. CHICAGO: Crossroads of American Enterprise Messner 





Second in The Cities of America Biographies series (of which Hoosier ‘City 
by Jeannette Nolan was the first). This gives a swift view, sometimes staccato, of 
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the changing tempers of the times, and the differing scales which have given Chicago 
its reputation. All the highlights are here, - the missionaries, the Dearborn masse ~-*: 
sacres, the cholera, mud, the new industrialism, the fame from its stockyards, rail- 
road supplies, the great fire, the employer-employee conflicts, the literary growth and 
influence, on to the scandals of Insull and the recent stand on isolationism, Romantic 
at times, clearheaded at others, this blends the various faces of Chicago's story from 
a socially conscious angle, rather than a political one, emphasizing the thought pat-— 
terns of the periods, and the interlocking growth of the city. It sounds.a high note 
at the end, with Chicago's contribution to the war effort, but indicates the reforms 
still to come in labor, in race problems, in international and world questions. The 
lack of emphasis on the murky political aspects of Chicago's checkered history will be 
sure cause for comment. The omission is quite obvious.: Chicago as a topic is of wid- 
er general interest than Indianapolis, but the market remains primarily a local one. 


Illustrated by George McVicker. Introduction by Sterling North. $2.75 
10 
March }F 

Longstreet, Stephen NINE LIVES WITH GRANDFATHER Messner 


Yet another literary ancestor to join the ranks, this one in broader strok- 
es than its progenitors. Gramp's gargantuan humors, appetites, enjoyments and legends 
(so noted), provide entertaining reading, of particularly masculine flavor. You see him 
throughout the year, from New Year's Day to Christmas, with Easter, June weddings, 
Fourth of July, Thanksgiving and Christmas as springboards for tales of his girls, his 
pig, his garden, tales of him in the Civil War and his southern romance, his relations 
with his brood of children in both city and country and his prompt ministrations with 
gold headed cane at signs of disagreement or rebellion, his last love affair and its 
almost disastrous ending...Gramp and the Russian ballet, Gramp and Ibsen, Gramp and 
the German invasion of New Jersey in the last war, Gramp and bear hunting, Gramp and 
Wall Street — full blooded profiles of a gone generation...With calorific humor and 


large gestures, this is contagiously enthusiastic portraiture... $2.50 
TWO LAST MINUTE ARRIVALS 
Published 
Ward, A.C. A LITERARY JOURNEY Through Wartime Britain Oxford 


A choice item for the literate - and for those who love England and would 
know the losses to civilization and literary heritage the vandals of today have in- 
flicted. A.C. Ward has taken his readers on a literary pilgrimage around London, with 
nostalgic recall of landmarks that are forever gone; his is a deliberate association 
with books and characters in books and their creators - not with history. Then out- 
side of London, and in the farther reaches of England, landmarks of literature in the 
highways and byways. Charming, erudition at its best. Illustrated with photographs and 


sketches. $2.00 
January 5 

Johnson, Melvin M. Jr. &* AMMUNITION Morrow 

Haven, Charles T, e Its History, Development and Use 


Companion volume to Automatic Arms, this is not only a history of ammuni- 
tion - from paper musket cartridges around 1600 to cartridges for modern pistols and 
revolvers, American and sporting cartridges, shells and cartridges used in aircraft, 
anti-aircraft, anti-tank cannon; it is also a study of the functioning, stoppages, bal- 
listics, sights, the older weapons of the State Guards and Auxiliary Units, etc. Tables 
of ballistics and allied subjects will fascinate anyone who is studying the subject or 
already conversent with it. A bookwhich should be ofinestimable value today, to technis’ 
cians and students of gunnery, etc. And tomorrow shouldstill nave its place when the 
use of firearms goes back to sportsmen, and those to whom protection of life and prop- 
erty is assigned. The authors are authorities in their field. Liberally illustrated, 
charts, diagrams, index. $5.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Columbia University Press 


Lawton, G. ~- Ed. -— NEW GOALS FOR OLD AGE — Price from $3.25 to $2.75 


John Day 
Rosa, Ge — Title from MEXICO to MEXICO SPEAKS. Date from 2/? to 3/?. 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 

Moser, Edwa ~ WEDDING DAY —- from 1/? to 3/24 

Smuts, Jan — TOWARD A BETTER WORLD ~- definite date 1/20 
Harcourt Brace 


Seide, Michael - THE COMMON THREAD - definite date 2/24 
Simenon, Georges - ESCAPE IN VAIN — price from $2.50 to $2.00. Definite 
date 1/20 


Harper 


Kuhns, W. R. - Ed. ~- THE RETURN OF OPPORTUNITY + From 2/2 to 1/5. Price from 
$2.50 to $3.00 500 


McMurry, R.N. ~- HANDLING PERSONALITY ADJUSTMENT IN INDUSTRY. From 2/2 to 
1/5. Price from $2.50 to $3.00 517 


Morrow 


Carse, Robert - LIFELINE - price from $2.50 to $2.75 


Reynal & Hitchcock 


Adams, Cleve ~- THE CROOKING FINGER - from 1/? to 4/? 
Marks, Percy - SHADE OF SYCAMORE - definite date 1/28 


Viking 


Embree, Edwin R. ~- 13 AGAINST THE ODDS - definite date 2/13 
Perry, George S. - HACKBERRY CAVALIER - definite date 2/14 
Rolo, Charles J. - WINGATE'S RAIDERS - definite date 2/11 


Ziff Davis 


Nizer, Le. — Title from NO MORE YESTERDAYS to WHAT TO DO WITH GERMANY. - 
definite date 1/15 








A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR FEBRUARY 
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CONTEMPORARY t 
ex, . fe : 2 
! February 9 — Aldridge, James (S) THE SEA EAGLE (Little Brown) $2.50 538 
February 18- Bemelmans, Ludwig (S) NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP (Viking) $2.50 3 
February 23- McNichols, C.L. CRAZY WEATHER (Macmillan) $2.00 23 
February 23- Plummer, Mary Elizabeth THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MRS. PETER 
WILLOUGHBY (Little, Brown) $2.00 555 
February ??- Croome, Honor O WESTERN WIND (Putnam) $2.50 §&59 
February 9?- Hersey, John (S) A BELL FOR ADANO (Knopf) _ $2.50 21 





r ; 5 REGIONAL, PERIOD & HISTORICAL 
"Woreamyyy - Ladd Fb Youd (Pr #) 300 556 


February 1 - Standish, Robert BONIN! (Macmillan) $2.50 556 
February 9 — Cleaton, Irene THE OUTSIDER (Little, Brown) $2.00 538 
February 10- Hayeox, Ernest (S) BUGLES IN THE AFTERNOON (Little Brown) $2.50 538 
February 14- Perry, George Sessions HACKBERRY CAVALIER (Viking) $2.50 540 
~ Bayliss, Marguerite F.BOLINVAR (Holt) $3.00 4 
February ??- de Madariaga, S. THE HEART OF JADE (Creative Age) $3.00 558 
THRILLERS 
‘February 4 -— Bailey, H.C. (S) THE QUEEN OF SPADES (Doubleday Doran) $2.00 7 
February 9 ~- Dickson, Carter (S) HE WOULDN'T KILL PATIENCE (Morrow) $2.00 7 
February 9 - Norman, James (S) AN INCH OF TIME (Morrow) $2.50 541 
February 18- Baker & Bolton (S) DEAD TO THE WORLD (Doubled#y Doran) $2.00 561 
February 21~ Reilly, Helen (S) THE OPENING DOOR (Random House) $2.00 & 
February 23- Queen, Ellery (S) THE MISADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(Little Brown) $2.50 561 
February ??- Rice, Craig HOME, SWEET HOMICIDE (Simon & Schuster)$2.00 561 


NON-FICTION 


THE WAR 
February 11- Adler, Mortimer J. HOW TO THINK ABOUT WAR AND PEACE (S&S)°$2,.50 544 
February 11- Rolo, Charles (S) WINGATE'S RAIDERS (Viking) $2.50 570 
February 14— Dulles, Poster Rhea THE ROAD TO TEHERAN (Princeton Univ.) $2.50 12 
February 24- Joesten, Joachim WHAT RUSSIA WANTS (Duell Sloan) $2.75 15 
February 25- Landis, Carole (S) FOUR JILLS IN A JEEP (Rando House) $2.00 14 


HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY 


February 1ld- Mario, Thomas FACE IN THE ASPIC (Simon & Schuster) $2.00 570 
February 14- Bruff & Read GOLD RUSH (Columbia Univ, ) $15.00 16 

\. February 18- Bonsal, Stephen UNFINISHED BUSINESS (Doubleday Doran) $3.00 567 
yp 6 February 13. Moore, Grace YOU'RE ONLY HUMAN ONCE (Doubleday DoranB$2.50 33 


February 18~— Sackville-West, V. THE EAGLE AND THE DOVE (Doubleday DoranB2.50 13 
February 28-— MeVickers, Daphne A. THE QUEEN WAS IN THE KITCHEN (Whittle- 
> sey) $2,50 34 





